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TB. We have to give the tax credit because
the people who need the medicine can’t af-
ford to pay for it as it is. We’ve worked to
make drugs more affordable, and we will do
more. And we have doubled our global assist-
ance for AIDS prevention and care over the
last 2 years.

Unfortunately, the U.N. has estimated that
to meet out goals, we will collectively need
to provide an additional $4 billion a year. We
must join together to help close that gap, and
we must advance a larger agenda to fight the
poverty that breeds conflict and war.

I strongly support the goal of universal ac-
cess to primary education by 2015. We are
helping to move toward that goal, in part,
with our effort to provide school lunches to
9 million boys and girls in developing nations.
For about $3 billion a year, collectively, we
could provide a nutritious meal to every child
in every developing country in a school in
the world. That would dramatically change
the future for a lot of poor nations today.

We have agreed to triple the scale of debt
relief for the poorest countries, but we
should do more. This idea of relieving debt,
if the savings will be invested in the human
needs of the people, is an idea whose time
has long since come, and I hope we will do
much more.

Finally, Mr. Secretary-General, you have
called on us to support the millennium eco-
system assessment. We have to meet the
challenge of climate change. I predict that
within a decade, or maybe even a little less,
that will become as big an obstacle to the
development of poor nations as disease is
today.

The United States will contribute the first
complete set of detailed satellite images of
the world’s threatened forests to this project.
We will continue to support aggressive ef-
forts to implement the Kyoto Protocol and
other objectives which will reduce the envi-
ronmental threats we face.

Now, let me just say in closing, Mr. Presi-
dent, some people will listen to this discus-
sion and say, ‘‘Well, peacekeeping has some-
thing to do with security, but these other
issues don’t have anything to do with security
and don’t belong in the Security Council.’’
This is my last meeting; I just have to say
I respectfully disagree. These issues will be

more and more and more in the Security
Council. Until we confront the iron link be-
tween deprivation, disease, and war, we will
never be able to create the peace that the
founders of the United Nations dreamed of.
I hope the United States will always be will-
ing to do its part, and I hope the Security
Council increasingly will have a 21st century
vision of security that we can all embrace and
pursue.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in the
Security Council Chamber at the United Nations.
In his remarks, he referred to President Alpha
Oumar Konare of Mali, President, U.N. Security
Council; and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Joint Statement by the Permanent
Members of the United Nations
Security Council on the Millennium
Summit
September 7, 2000

We, President Jiang Zeming of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, President Jacques
Chirac of the Republic of France, President
Vladimirovich Putin of the Russian Federa-
tion, Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land and President William Jefferson Clinton
of the United States of America have met
in New York on 7 September 2000 and here-
by state the following:

Mindful of the special responsibilities of
the Permanent Members of the Security
Council in regard to the maintenance of
international peace and security, we share a
solemn commitment to ensuring that the UN
is stronger, more effective and more efficient
than ever before as it enters the 21st Cen-
tury.

The challenges facing the UN and the
world community are daunting. To meet
such challenges, the world community’s re-
sponse must be quicker, more targeted, and
better coordinated than ever before. As the
world’s only truly universal organization—in
terms both of its mandate and its member-
ship—the UN has an essential role in the
21st Century.

The UN can only be as effective, as cre-
ative and as authoritative as its members will
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it to be. Moving into the next century, the
Permanent Members of the Security Council
pledge, together with the entire member-
ship, to strengthen the UN, ensure the au-
thority of the Security Council and uphold
the Purposes and Principles of the Charter.
Bearing primary responsibility under the
Charter for the maintenance of international
peace and security, the Security Council, in
particular its Permanent Members, has an
abiding interest in ensuring that the UN is
equipped to meet the challenges it faces. We
therefore commit ourselves to strengthen the
operational capabilities of the Security Coun-
cil in this area. Only by strengthening our
dedication to the Purposes and Principles of
the UN Charter, and by endowing the UN
with the means to deliver on its many com-
mitments, can we fulfill our obligations to en-
sure that the UN can achieve its full poten-
tial.

To this end, we will focus our efforts on
the following priority areas:

Enhancing Leadership for Peace and Se-
curity—The UN’s leadership role, particu-
larly in maintaining international peace and
security, must be strengthened to reflect the
organization’s changing challenges and prior-
ities. This evolution must take into account
both the shifting face of the world commu-
nity and the types of conflicts the UN must
confront today. We commit ourselves to fos-
ter a more transparent and broadly rep-
resentative UN Security Council to enhance
its effectiveness as the leading body in the
field of international peace and security.

Strengthening Peacekeeping—The nature
and number of international conflicts de-
manding UN involvement has shifted fun-
damentally over the past decade, a change
that has yet to be reflected in structural re-
forms to equip the UN to fulfill the array
of mandates it now faces. We pledge to move
expeditiously to endow the UN with re-
sources—both operational and financial—
commensurate to the tasks it faces in its
peacekeeping activities worldwide. Enhanc-
ing the United Nations peacekeeping capac-
ity should strengthen the UN’s central role
in conflict prevention and settlement. We
look to the recommendations of the Sec-
retary General’s Expert Panel on Peace Op-
erations as an important element to be con-

sidered in order to ensure the UN’s effective-
ness in this vital arena.

Revitalizing Management—The breadth,
scope, and complexity of the UN’s activities
demand effective leadership. We pledge to
support steps to empower the Secretary Gen-
eral with a mandate to modernize and
streamline the Secretariat further, to evalu-
ate the effectiveness and efficiency of pro-
grams, and to focus the organization’s re-
sources on priority areas, while bringing clo-
sure to activities that no longer warrant con-
tinued investment.

Replenishing Human Resources—The
UN’s most valuable resource is its people.
The skill, vision, and dedication of the UN
Secretariat staff have made possible all that
the UN has accomplished to date, and will
determine the organization’s future. We
pledge to support prompt steps to ensure
that the UN’s base of human capital, particu-
larly in the field of peacekeeping, can be for-
tified through a process that is transparent,
equitable, and designed to attract the very
best talent available from all corners of the
world.

Reaffirming Financial Commitment—As
enshrined in the Charter, the UN’s financial
base must accurately reflect the capabilities
and responsibilities of every Member State.
We pledge to support measures to broaden
the resource base for this institution through
financial structures that are equitable, trans-
parent and reflective of current realities for
the regular budget and the peacekeeping
budget, and the financing of UN activities.
We recognize the need to adjust the existing
peacekeeping scale of assessments, which is
based on the 1973 system, in light of changed
circumstances, including countries’ current
capacity to pay.

Taking into account our special respon-
sibilities as Permanent Members of the Secu-
rity Council and the duty of all Member
States to meet their financial obligations to
the UN, we commit to creating a more stable
and equitable financial foundation for cur-
rent and future UN operations, including
through adjustments to the peacekeeping
scale of assessment to reflect the role of all
Member States, and especially the role of all
Permanent Members in peacekeeping fi-
nancing.
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In each of these areas we pledge to work
together in coming months and years to en-
sure that the UN is imbued with the re-
sources, the vision, and the support it needs.
As Permanent Members of the Security
Council, we will continue to fulfill our obliga-
tions under the Charter and commit to mak-
ing UN organization stronger and more ef-
fective. To that end, we agree to have more
regular exchanges of views on important
international issues at all levels.

We express our appreciation and support
for the UN Secretary General for the role
he plays in the service of peace, development
and strengthening the United Nations.

As we move into the next century, we
pledge to work with the entire UN member-
ship to bridge differences and agree on new
measures to build on the promise of the UN’s
first 55 years.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on
the ‘‘Child Support Distribution Act’’
September 7, 2000

I commend the House of Representatives
for its broad bipartisan approval today of the
‘‘Child Support Distribution Act.’’ Vice Presi-
dent Gore and I are committed to promoting
responsible fatherhood and making sure
more child support goes directly to children,
and this bill is an important step toward
achieving these goals.

This legislation, which is similar in many
ways to my administration’s child support
budget proposals, allows States to pass
through more child support payments di-
rectly to families and simplifies child support
distribution rules. Like our ‘‘Fathers Work/
Families Win’’ initiative, this bill also pro-
vides grants to help low-income fathers and
families work, pay child support, and recon-
nect with their children. These initiatives
build on our longstanding commitment to
strengthen the role of fathers in their
children’s lives.

I encourage the Senate to take up this im-
portant legislation this year, and I look for-
ward to working with the Congress across

party lines to ensure that more fathers can
honor their responsibilities and more
children can receive both the emotional and
financial support they need.

Statement on the Retirement of the
Times Square National Debt Clock

September 7, 2000

Today we reach a symbolic moment in the
improvement of our Nation’s fiscal situation
that few could have imagined 8 years ago—
the retiring of the National Debt Clock in
Times Square. Thanks to Seymour Durst and
his family, the Debt Clock helped shine a
vital spotlight on America’s mounting na-
tional debt, which quadrupled between 1980
and the day I came into office. The Debt
Clock was a constant reminder of the enor-
mous challenge we faced. Today, because of
the hard work of the American people and
the fiscal discipline that the Vice President
and I have worked hard to maintain, we are
on our way to eliminating America’s publicly
held debt for the first time since 1835.

This year we will pay off $221 billion of
debt—the largest one-year debt paydown in
American history. This will be the third con-
secutive year of debt reduction, bringing the
3-year total to $360 billion and leading to
lower interest rates, mortgages, and car pay-
ments for American families. We should not
be complacent, however, about our fiscal
progress. Our record surpluses and the shut-
ting down of the Debt Clock only underscore
the importance of maintaining our commit-
ment to the fiscal discipline which has helped
create the longest economic expansion in his-
tory and will keep us on path to completely
pay off the debt by 2012.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action
on Estate Tax Legislation

September 7, 2000

I commend the House Members who
voted today to reject the majority’s flawed


